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WORLD NEWS
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IRAQ

Trevi in dam repair mission

Ttalian contractor Trevi has been
awarded a € 273 million (US$ 298
million) contract to repair Iraqs
largest dam, said to be in imminent
danger of catastrophic collapse.

The Mosul dam came to the
world’s attention last year, when
it briefly fell under the control of
Islamic State (Isis) and had to be
recaptured by Iraqi and Kurdish
forces, aided by US jets, bombers
and drones.

Up to that point, the 30-year-
old dam — already recognised as
having been built on an unstable
foundation — had been maintained

by 300 people, working around
the clock in shifts to shore up its
construction flaws.

Following the Isis incursion over
a year ago, there has been virtually
no maintenance work carried out on
the dam’s structure or its machinery.

Engineers reported  that
the dam’s compromised structure
is struggling to cope with rapidly
increasing pressure from the Tigris
waters, as high levels of melting
winter snow enter the reservoir.
Moreover, sluice gates that would
normally ease the pressure are
currently jammed shut.
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